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Territorials for the Volunteers, justifiable as it was soon
to prove, was not a measure calculated to make a wide
appeal, and the same observation may be applied to
the measure which permitted marriage with a
deceased wife's sister. Over Ireland the Government
had blundered badly. At the General Election its
supporters had promised not to introduce Home Rule
during the coming Parliament because they wanted
to make sure of getting the Nonconformist votes which
the Education Act of 1902 had lost to their opponents,
but an Irish Council Bill was brought forward in
1907 as a substitute. It was greeted with a storm of
derision in Nationalist Ireland:

Is it this you call Home Rule?
Says the Shan Van Vocht.
Do you take me for a fool?
Says the Shan Van Vocht.
To be sending round the hat
Five-and-twenty years for that
Isn't good enough for Pat
Says the Shan Van Vocht.

And the Lord-Lieutenant too,
Says the Shan Van Vocht.
Is he still to be on view?
Says the Shan Van Vocht.
And all them big police
Monumentally obese,
Must I go on feeding these?
Says the Shan Van Vocht.

A Nationalist Convention in Dublin refused to
accept the scheme, and the Bill was dropped* In
respect of Education and Licensing the Government
also suffered severe reverses.

On the other hand, the Trade Disputes Act was